WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A data processing apparatus comprising: 
reproducing means for reproducing each of a 

plurality of content data items; 

reproduction status detecting means for detecting 
status of each content data item being reproduced by 
said reproducing means; 

selecting means for selecting the content data 
item being reproduced by said reproducing means 
depending on the reproduction status of said content 
data item detected by said reproduction status detecting 
means; 

content identification data generating means for 
generating content identification data for identifying 
the content data item selected by said selecting means 
from said plurality of content data items; and 

transmitting means for transmitting to a second 
data processing apparatus said content identification 
data generated by said content identification data 
generating means. 

2. A data processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said transmitting means transmits together 
with said content identification data the content data 
item identified by said content identification data, 
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3. A data processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said reproduction status detecting means 
detects the content data item having been reproduced 
longer than a predetermined time period. 

4. A data processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said reproduction status detecting means 
detects a specific part of the content data item being 
reproduced. 

5. A data processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said reproduction status detecting means 
detects the content data item having been reproduced 
from beginning to end. 

6. A data processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said reproduction status detecting means 
detects, during reproduction of the content data item, 
the number of times said content data item has been 
reproduced from the beginning thereof. 

7. A data processing apparatus comprising: 
reproducing means for reproducing each of a 

plurality of content data items; 

operating means for designating selection of the 
content data item being reproduced by said reproducing 
means ; 

content identification data generating means 
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which, if said operating means is operated for the 
designation while the content data item is being 
reproduced by said reproducing means, then generates 
content identification data for identifying the 
currently reproduced content data item from among said 
plurality of content data items; and 

transmitting means for transmitting to a second 
data processing apparatus said content identification 
data generated by said content identification data 
generating means . 

8. A data processing apparatus according to claim 
1, further comprising data processing apparatus 
searching means for searching for and detecting a second 
data processing apparatus; 

wherein said transmitting means transmits said 
content identification data to said second data 
processing apparatus when said second data processing 
apparatus has been searched for and detected by said 
data processing apparatus searching means. 

9. A data processing method for use with a data 
processing apparatus, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

reproducing each of a plurality of content data 

items ; 

50 



detecting status of each content data item being 
reproduced; 

selecting the content data item being reproduced 
depending on the detected reproduction status of said 
content data item; 

generating content identification data for 
identifying the content data item selected from said 
plurality of content data items; and 

transmitting said content identification data to 
a second data processing apparatus. 

10. A program for use with a data processing 
apparatus, said program comprising the steps of: 

reproducing each of a plurality of content data 

items; 

detecting status of each content data item being 
reproduced; 

selecting the content data item being reproduced 
depending on the detected reproduction status of said 
content data item; 

generating content identification data for 
identifying the content data item selected from said 
plurality of content data items; and 

transmitting said content identification data to 
a second data processing apparatus. 
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11. A data processing apparatus comprising: 
receiving means for receiving a plurality of 

content identification data items; 

reproducing means for reproducing a content data 
item identified by each of said content identification 
data items received by said receiving means; 

reproduction status detecting means for detecting 
status of each content data item being reproduced by 
said reproducing means; and 

selecting means for selecting the content data 
item identified by any one of said plurality of content 
identification data items and reproduced by said 
reproducing means, depending on the reproduction status 
of said content data item detected by said reproduction 
status detecting means. 

12. A data processing apparatus according to 
claim 11, wherein said plurality of content 
identification data items have been selected by a second 
data processing apparatus. 

13. A data processing apparatus according to 
claim 11, wherein said receiving means receives each of 
said plurality of content identification data items 
depending on the number of times the corresponding 
content data item has been reproduced by said 
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reproducing means. 

14. A data processing apparatus according to 
claim 11, further comprising data processing apparatus 
searching means for searching for and detecting a second 
data processing apparatus; 

wherein said receiving means receives said 
plurality of content identification data from said 
second data processing apparatus when said second data 
processing apparatus has been searched for and detected 
by said data processing apparatus searching means. 

15. A data processing apparatus according to 
claim 14, further comprising transmitting means for 
transmitting the content data item selected by said 
selecting means, to said second data processing 
apparatus searched for and detected by said data 
processing apparatus searching means. 

16. A data processing method comprising the steps 

of: 

receiving a plurality of content identification 
data items; 

reproducing a content data item identified by 
each of said content identification data items received; 

detecting status of each content data item being 
reproduced; and 



selecting the content data item being reproduced 
depending on the detected reproduction status of said 
content data item. 

17. A program comprising the steps of: 
receiving a plurality of content identification 

data items; 

reproducing a content data item identified by 
each of said content identification data items received; 

detecting status of each content data item being 
reproduced; and 

selecting the content data item being reproduced 
depending on the detected reproduction status of said 
content data item. 

18. A data processing system having a first and a 
second data processing apparatus; 

wherein said first data processing apparatus 
comprises : 

first reproducing means for reproducing each of a 
plurality of content data items; 

first reproduction status detecting means for 
detecting status of each content data item being 
reproduced by said first reproducing means; 

first selecting means for selecting the content 
data item being reproduced by said first reproducing 
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means depending on the reproduction status of said 
content data item detected by said first reproduction 
status detecting means; 

content identification data generating means for 
generating content identification data for identifying 
the content data item selected by said first selecting 
means from said plurality of content data items; and 

transmitting means for externally transmitting 
said content identification data; and 

wherein said second data processing apparatus 
comprises : 

receiving means for receiving said content 
identification data from said first data processing 
apparatus ; 

second reproducing means for reproducing the 
content data item identified by said content 
identification data received by said receiving means; 

second reproduction status detecting means for 
detecting status of said content data item being 
reproduced by said second reproducing means; and 

second selecting means for selecting said content 
data item being reproduced by said second reproducing 
means depending on the reproduction status of said 
content data item detected by said second reproduction 
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status detecting means. 



